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Saddle River Police Department
83 East Allendale Road 
Saddle River, New Jersey 07458
www.saddleriverpd.com
         

Timothy J. McWilliams 					                       			Tel # (201) 327-5300
Chief of Police						          		                 		Fax # (201) 818-1746	 

PRESS RELEASE

In response to the developments in the recent coyote attack, today, April 8, 2015, the Acting Mayor of Saddle River, Dr. Al Kurpis called an emergency meeting. In attendance were:

Dr. Al Kurpis – Council President, Acting Mayor
Leslie Shenkler - Saddle River Borough Administrator
Chief Timothy McWilliams - Saddle River Police Chief
Captain Jason Cosgriff - Saddle River Police Department
Carol Tyler- TYCO Saddle River Animal Control Officer / Animal Cruelty Officer
Angela Musella - Saddle River Health Officer
Darlene Mandeville - Registered Environmental Health Officer

Today we learned that the coyote responsible for attacking a man earlier this week tested positive for Rabies.  In response to this result Officials are implementing the following guidelines to be followed. 
· Due to the suspected exposure to a rabid animal one resident immediately started rabies post-exposure vaccination after having an encounter with a coyote.
·  As a result of a coordinated effort between Saddle River Police, Saddle River Animal Control and the Department of Fish, Game and Wildlife, the offending animal was captured and euthanized.
· The coyote was brought to the NJ Department of Health and tested positive for rabies.  Six dead pups were found in the coyote’s den.
· Currently, The Saddle River Police Department, the Department of Fish, Game and Wildlife are seeking the mate or any other offspring of the rabid coyote. 
· At this time, Officials are requesting that no small children or pets should be left unattended outdoors.
· All mammals are susceptible to rabies; rabies is naturally occurring and is well established in our area.
· Normally coyotes are shy animals.  According to NJ Department of Health statistics this is only the 6th coyote identified as rabid in the last 25 years.
· All pet owners are reminded to keep their animals up to date on their rabies vaccinations.
· Keeping vaccinations current will prevent a pet from possibly being subjected to a lengthy quarantine or euthanized if it has an encounter with a rabid animal.
· The Health Department reminds everyone to stay clear of all wildlife, especially any that are acting sick or unusually friendly.  If you see suspicious acting wildlife please report them immediately to the Saddle River Police Department. 
· Any resident that suspects that they or their animals may have been exposed should call the Saddle River Health Office  immediately  at 201-327-2609 ext. 234
· For more information on rabies visit http://www.nj.gov/health
Or http://www.cdc.gov


Timothy J. McWilliams
                 Chief of Police
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