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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING    
OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE     

BOROUGH OF SADDLE RIVER                                                                   

HELD MAY 15,  2006 

 

PRESENT:  Mayor Caruso, Council President Burke, Council Members, Murray, 
FitzPatrick, Re,  Raia,  Savarese,  Borough Clerk Macari,  Administrator 
Cuccia, & Attorney Harry Norton 

 

ABSENT:  
 
 

PRESIDING:  Mayor Caruso called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.; Borough Clerk read the 
following statement:   

 

"Notice of this meeting in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act, 
Chapter 231 of the laws of 1975, has been given by posting a notice of the 
scheduled dates of all regular meetings of the Mayor and Council of the 
Borough of Saddle River on the bulletin board in the Municipal Building and in 
the office of the Borough Clerk and by faxing notice thereof to the Ridgewood 
Newspapers and The Record on December 30, 2005. 

 

NOTIFICATION OF FIRE EXITS 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 

 

AWARDS AND CEREMONIES:  

 

MAYOR CARUSO: 

 

Corizine Budget/Resolution:  Mayor Caruso stated that the proposed resolution is requesting that 
Governor Corzine cut spending and not raise taxes.  It is part of the Consent Agenda. 
 

Update on Traffic Study:  Mayor Caruso stated that he met with the Mayors from Woodcliff Lake, 
Montvale and Ho-Ho-Kus to discuss this issue.  Phase Two has not begun as the Garden State/ 
Turnpike Authority feels that the study is not comprehensive enough.  It was decided that the towns 
that are involved need to submit their goals and objectives to the town of Montvale, who is the 
coordinator, so that this can move forward.   
 

Free Newspapers:  Mayor Caruso stated that there are many newspapers in resident’s driveways 
but it is the responsibility of each resident to contact the paper and request it not be delivered.  
 

Dead Trees:  Mayor Caruso stated that he was in receipt of a letter from a Fox Hedge resident 
regarding dead trees on East Saddle River Road.  He further stated that the trees were evaluated, 
and it has been determined that they are on private property.  The residents have been notified 
about this situation and Borough Engineer Spence explained this in detail. 
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ADMINISTRATOR CUCCIA 

 

Draft Ordinance for Library Fee Reimbursement:  Administrator Cuccia stated that the Mayor 
and Council were in receipt of this draft ordinance.  A meeting will be scheduled with the 
committee to continue working on this ordinance. 
 

Fire Official/Fire Prevention Officer:  Administrator Cuccia stated that this resolution is part of 
the Consent Agenda.   
 

Marine Corp League Request to Fund Raise:  Administrator Cuccia stated that they are 
asking for permission to fund raise in the Borough of Saddle River and the resolution is part of 
the Consent Agenda.   
 

Non-Conforming Use:  Administrator Cuccia stated that he sent the Mayor and Council a copy 
of a case regarding this in Bergen County for their review.  Attorney Norton discussed this 
further, focusing on the case’s interpretation.     
 

Borough Planner:  Administrator Cuccia stated that he has spoken with several people 
regarding this, and a determination was made that Rich Preiss of Phillips, Preiss, Shapiro 
Associates will be appointed as the Borough Planner.  The resolution is part of the Consent 
Agenda.  Council Member Raia suggested that Mr. Preiss attend the next Mayor and Council 
meeting.  Mayor Caruso stated that the Borough Planner will be instrumental in dealing with the 
COAH requirements as well.   
 

Re-design Veteran’s Memorial:  Administrator Cuccia stated that it was suggested that the 
current Memorial be moved back and turned around in addition to adding some plantings. 
 

 COUNCIL REPORTS:   

 
Council Member FitzPatrick discussed the plans for the Memorial Day celebration.   
 
Council Member Savarese discussed the three soil movement resolutions that are part of the 
Consent Agenda.   
 
Council Member Raia asked about the graffiti on the sound barriers on Route 17 and who was 
responsible for getting rid of it.  Administrator Cuccia stated that the homeowners were responsible 
and have been contacted.  They, in turn have contacted the manufacturer to determine the best 
course of action.  Chief McWilliams added that there were two arrests made for graffiti on the 
subject barriers.   
 
Council Member Murray stated that the financial report is in order. 
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RESOLUTION FOR CLOSED SESSION 

 
At this time a resolution was read to go into Closed Session. 
 

Resolution # 78-06 was offered by Council Member FitzPatrick 
Seconded by Council Member Savarese 
Roll Call Vote: AYES: Unanimous 
 
A motion to adjourn the Closed Session and return to the Regular meeting of the Mayor and 
Council was made and seconded. 
 

 

PUBLIC HEARING ON ORDINANCE(S) Clerk to read the title of: 

 

     ORDINANCE NO. 06-792-M 

 

BOND ORDINANCE ENTITLED: “RINDLAUB PARK PHASE 2     

IMPROVEMENTS”, IN AND BY THE BOROUGH OF SADDLE RIVER 

                     IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, 

APPROPRIATING $120,000 THEREFOR AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE 

OF $110,000 IN BONDS OR NOTES TO FINANCE PART OF THE COST 

THEREOF AND RECEIVE A BERGEN COUNTY OPEN SPACE  GRANT 

IN THE AMOUNT OF $47,075 

 

Open to the Public:   No one from the public wished to be heard 

 

Resolution # 79-06 Offered by Council Member Raia 
Seconded by Council Member Re 
Roll Call Vote: AYES, Unanimous 

 

     ORDINANCE  NO. 06-793-M 

 

BOND ORDINANCE ENTITLED: “POLICE AND FIRE COMPLEX 

ROOF REPLACEMENT IMPROVEMENTS”, IN AND BY THE BOROUGH 

OF SADDLE RIVER IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, STATE OF 

NEW JERSEY, APPROPRIATING $80,000 THEREFOR AND 

AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $75,000 IN BONDS OR NOTES 

TO FINANCE PART OF THE COST THEREOF  

 

Open to the Public: No one from the public wished to be heard.  

 

Resolution # 80-06 Offered by Council Member Burke 
Seconded by Council Member Murray 
Roll Call Vote:  AYES, Unanimous 
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     ORDINANCE NO. 06-794-C 
 

 AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 105 ENTITLED 

“FENCES”IN THE CODE IN THE BOROUGH OF 

 SADDLE RIVER, NEW JERSEY 

 

Open to the Public:  No one from the public wished to be heard.   
 

Resolution #81-06 Offered by Council Member FitzPatrick 
Seconded by Council Member Savarese 
Roll Call Vote:  AYES, Unanimous 

 

INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCE(S):  Clerk to read the title of:  

 

There were none.         

 

APPROVAL OF BILLS 

 

 Resolution # 82-06 Offered by Council Member Murray 
 Seconded by Council Member Savarese 
 Roll Call Vote:  AYES, Unanimous   

 

RESOLUTIONS  
 

All matters listed hereunder are considered routine in nature and will be enacted in one motion. Any 
Council Member may request that an item be removed for separate consideration. Considering 
approval of minutes, a yes vote will indicate a vote in favor of approval of the minutes of each 
meeting at which the Council Member was present and abstention with respect to the minutes of 
meetings at which such Council Member was not present. 
 

Resolution by Council Member Burke 
Seconded by Council Member Murray 
 
Roll Call Vote: AYES, Unanimous  
Explanation of Consent Agenda Items 
 

 

A. Resolution (s): 

 

R# 83-06 Governor Corzine and State legislature to cut State spending and 

taxes stated in the agreement 

  R# 84-06 Appointment of fire official/fire prevention officer 

  R# 85-06 Appointment of Borough Planner  

  R# 86-06 Supporting Click it or Ticket it Mobilization May 22-June 4, 2006 

  R# 87-06 Authorization for Marine Corp League Detachment to raise funds.   

  R# 88-06 Soil Movement Blk 1808 Lot 10 Eugene Associates 

  R# 89-06 Soil Movement Blk 1902 Lot 4   Saddle River Estates, LLC 

  R# 90-06 Soil Movement Blk 1807 Lot 14 Salvatore Di Piazza 

R# 91-06 Tonnage Grant Application 
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Open to the Public for Consent Agenda Items Only:  

 
Joe Pera, 16 Old Farms Road asked about the the new Fire Official/Fire Prevention Officer, as 
well as the Borough Planner, which Administrator Cuccia discussed.   

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

Finance Report:  Council Member Murray gave the report for April 2006. 

  

Fire Report:       Council Member Re gave the report for April 2006. 
 

Police Report:  Council President Burke gave the report for April 2006   
 

Construction & Zoning Enforcement:  Council Member Savarese gave the report for April 2006.  

 

Planning Board:  Council Member Saverese gave the report for May 2006.  
 

Zoning Board:     Council Member FitzPatrick gave the report for April 2006 
 

Parks and Recreation: There was no report at this time.  
 

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC:  
 
Howard Dreznin, 27 Cameron Road asked Council Member FitzPatrick about a variance that 
was granted by the Zoning Board of Adjustment at the April meeting.  Council Member 
FitzPatrick explained that this particular application was an easement situation.  Mayor Caruso 
stated this was not the appropriate venue to have this discussion.  He further stated that it 
should be discussed at the Zoning Board of Adjustment meeting as the Mayor and Council has 
no jurisdiction over that Board.   
Pat Marker, 159 East Saddle River Road stated that she wanted to discuss the library issue and 
mentioned the fact perhaps not every resident should have to pay $450 to have access to a 
library.  Administrator Cuccia explained the status of the library issue in detail and stated that 
the Borough is working on this matter in an effort to assist the residents.     
 

UNFINISHED AND NEW BUSINESS: 

 
Council Member FitzPatrick stated that Dr. Mink, the physician at Wandell School for many 
years, passed away and she asked to discuss some sort of recognition in his memory.   
It was decided that some ideas would be further discussed. 

 

ADJOURNMENT: A motion was made and seconded to adjourn the regular meeting of the 
Mayor and Council. 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 

 
Marie Elena Macari 
Borough Clerk 

 

NWWP/MINMCmay06 


