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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING






OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE





BOROUGH OF SADDLE RIVER
                                                                 

HELD DECEMBER 20, 2010
PRESENT:

Mayor Raia, Council President Burke, Council Members, Mastriano, Murray,  Mutter, Toomey, Walenczyk, Borough Clerk Macari, Administrator Cuccia, & Acting Borough Attorney Bill Bailey
ABSENT:



PRESIDING:
Mayor Raia called the meeting to order at 7:15 p.m.; Borough Clerk Macari read the following statement:  
"Notice of this meeting in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act Chapter 231 of the laws of 1975, has been given by posting a notice of the scheduled dates of all regular meetings of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Saddle River on the bulletin board in the Municipal Building and in the office of the Borough Clerk and by emailing a notice thereof to the Ridgewood Newspapers and The Record on December 26, 2009.

NOTIFICATION OF FIRE EXITS

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
AWARDS AND CEREMONIES    
WORK SESSION: 
MAYOR RAIA:
League of Municipalities Conference:   Mayor Raia thanked the Council Members for attending the League of Municipalities Conference in Atlantic City in November.  He stated that he felt it was very informative and well attended.
Reorganization Meeting:  Mayor Raia stated that the 2011 Reorganization Meeting will be held on January 1, 2011 at 11:00am in the Municipal Building.  He further stated that the Council will need to elect a new Council President as Maurice Burke is retiring.

ADMINISTRATOR CUCCIA

COAH:     Administrator Cuccia explained the new regulations which were distributed to the Mayor and Council.  
Local 108:  Administrator Cuccia stated that he met with the committee and there will be a 1.37% increase over last year’s contract.  He further stated that it meets the 2% cap implemented by the Governor.
South Pond:  Administrator Cuccia asked Borough Engineer Spence to discuss this pond.  Mr. Spence explained that this pond was part of the original Burning Hollow sub-division.  The Rizvi family has asked for assistance with this pond and Mr. Spence explained that the Borough is only responsible for the drainage of the pond, not routine maintenance.  The pond is located on two properties.  
COUNCIL REPORTS:  

Council Member Mastriano stated that the Winter Fest was a success and thanked everyone for their help.  Mayor Raia reiterated that it was a wonderful event. 

Council Member Walenczyk stated that committee, which includes Council Members Toomey and Mastriano, has been appointed to review the renewal of the Bishop House lease.  He further stated that he will make the necessary revisions to the existing lease and expects a draft to be prepared for review at the January meeting.

Council Member Mutter stated that the committee is reviewing a FEMA grant for feasibility.  Mayor Raia asked about any available grant monies for the museum and the Exxon property.
Council Member Murray stated that the financial report is in order. 

BOROUGH ENGINEER:  

MUNICIPAL CLERK:  Municipal Clerk Macari stated that the Mayor and Council are in receipt of the 2011 Employee Holiday Schedule.  
She further stated that the Mayor and Council are in receipt of the By-Laws for their review.

BOROUGH ATTORNEY:
INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES:  There were none.    
ADOPTION OF ORDINANCE(S):  
There were none.
APPROVAL OF BILLS    

Resolution # 134-10 Offered by Council Member Murray
Seconded by Council President Burke
Roll Call Vote: AYES, Unanimous
RESOLUTIONS 

All matters listed hereunder are considered routine in nature and will be enacted in one motion. Any Council Member may request that an item be removed for separate consideration. Considering approval of minutes, a yes vote will indicate a vote in favor of approval of the minutes of each meeting at which the Council Member was present and abstention with respect to the minutes of meetings at which such Council Member was not present.

Resolution by Council President Burke
Seconded by Council Member Murray
Roll Call Vote: AYES, Unanimous 

Explanation of Consent Agenda Items
At this time, Administrator Cuccia briefly explained the resolutions on the Consent Agenda.
A. Approval of Minutes: Regular Meeting:  11/15/10 
B.  Resolution(s)  

R# 135-10
Approval for Soil Movement – Blk 1807 Lot 3 -  25 Burning Hollow


R# 136-10 
Cancellation of property taxes Blk 1607 Lot 12 (Borough 










purchased property)


R#137-10
Refund for tax overpayment on the following Blk 1610 Lot 6


R#138-10
Refund for tax overpayment Blk 1809 Lot 1.02 


R#139-10
Reduced assessment caused overpayment of taxes in 




2009/10 for Blk 1606 Lot 43 and Blk 1805 Lot 13


R#140-10
Authorization for 2011 Bergen County Department of Health 



shared services plan for Blood Borne Pathogens 


R#141-10
Authorization for 2011 Inter local Health Services Agreement 



between the Borough of Saddle River and the City of 
Hackensack


R#142-10
Authorization for 2011 Community Service Contract with the 



Valley Hospital and Borough of Saddle River 


R#143-10
Exempting Reserve for Uncollected Taxes from the 2% Cap
R#144-10
Ratifying Contract for Local 108 for one year.
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC FOR CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS ONLY:
COMMITTEE REPORTS
Finance Report: 
Council Member Murray gave the report for November  2010.     

Fire Report:      
Council Member Mutter gave the report for November 2010.  
Police Report: 
Council President Burke gave the report for November 2010. 
Public Works: 
Council Member Walenczyk gave the report for November 2010. 
Parks and Recreation:  There was no report at this time.    
Board of Health:  There was no report at this time.  Mayor Raia stated that he would like to see a defribulator at Rindlaub Park.
Const. & Zoning Enforcement:   Council President Burke gave the report for November 2010.                           
Zoning Board:  Council Member Toomey gave the report for November and December 2010.
Landmarks Committee:  Mayor Raia discussed the proposed lighting for Barnstable Court area and asked the Council to make sure that they were sufficient. 
Planning Board:  Council President Burke gave the report for December 2010.
Environmental Committee: There was no report at this time.
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC:   
Mr. & Mrs. Rizvi, 3 South Pond Road, Saddle River, NJ discussed the retention pond on their property.  Mr. Rizvi stated that, due to a large amount of fertilizer draining into the pond, the
vegetation has grown at an inordinate rate.   He further stated that he has had professionals access the issue and all are in agreement that it must be treated with a chemical that is not available in New Jersey.  He feels that the town is responsible for obtaining this chemical in order to deal with this issue.

Mr. Spence stated that this pond is on private property and it is Borough policy that the property owner is responsible for all issues affecting their ponds, with the exception of any type of blockage.  He further stated that he is not familiar with the chemicals necessary to abate this issue.    
Mayor Raia suggested that the water level be dropped significantly during the winter in an effort to kill off the excess vegetation.  He also suggested that the home owner attempt to get the appropriate chemical to combat the problem.  

It was decided that Mayor Raia and Mr. Spence will visit the site and try to assist the Rizvis 

with this issue.

Annette LaBarbiera stated that she wanted to get clarification on COAH fees as she feels she is owed $20,000 plus interest on monies that she has paid upon the completion of her home.  
Dr. Anthony LaBarbiera stated that he was the contractor of the aforementioned property and he had to pay out this money in order to obtain permits.  The home was sold and the CO would not be issued until the balance of $33,000 was paid, which he did.  

Attorney Bill Bailey stated that COAH is currently in transition as many of the regulations were thrown out in court.  Currently, there are many unknown facts around COAH obligations and Mayor Raia reiterated this fact.
Dr. LaBarbiera stated that he was here in order to “memorialize” his position, place it in writing and dispute this issue with the Mayor and Council.  
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
NEW BUSINESS:
Council President Burke stated that this is his last Council meeting and it has been a honor and a privilege to serve the Borough of Saddle River.  He thanked the Mayor and Council, all the administrative staff, the Police and Fire Departments and the residents for their support over the years.  Mayor Raia stated that he is sorry to see Council President Burke leave and commended him for a job well done.    
RESOLUTION FOR CLOSED SESSION

At this time, a resolution was read to go into Closed Session.

Resolution # 145-10 Offered by Council Member Mastriano
Seconded by Council Member Toomey
Roll Call Vote: AYES: Unanimous

A motion to adjourn the Closed Session and return to the Regular meeting of the Mayor and Council was made and seconded.
ADJOURNMENT:
A motion was made and seconded to adjourn the regular meeting of the Mayor and Council.
Respectfully submitted,

Marie Elena Macari







Borough Clerk
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