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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING






OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE





BOROUGH OF SADDLE RIVER
                                                                 

HELD SEPTEMBER 20, 2010
PRESENT:

Mayor Raia, Council President Burke, Council Members, Mastriano, Murray, Mutter, Toomey, Walenczyk, Borough Clerk Macari, Administrator Cuccia, & Attorney Siobhan Bailey
ABSENT:


PRESIDING:
Mayor Raia called the meeting to order at 7:15 p.m.; Borough Clerk Macari read the following statement:  
"Notice of this meeting in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act Chapter 231 of the laws of 1975, has been given by posting a notice of the scheduled dates of all regular meetings of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Saddle River on the bulletin board in the Municipal Building and in the office of the Borough Clerk and by emailing a notice thereof to the Ridgewood Newspapers and The Record on December 26, 2009.

NOTIFICATION OF FIRE EXITS

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  
AWARDS AND CEREMONIES:    
RESOLUTION CALLING ON THE STATE LEGISLATURE AND THE GOVERNOR TO ENACT PROPERTY TAX REFORM WITH PASSAGE OF THE “MUNICIPAL TOOLKIT” AND OTHER MANDATE RELIEF.
Resolution # 102-10 was offered by Council President Burke

Seconded by Council Member Murray 
Roll Call Vote:  AYES, Unanimous

WORK SESSION: 
MAYOR RAIA:
NW Bergen Mayors Meeting Report: The Mayors met and discussed hiring an attorney 
to study and compare police contracts with other civilian contracts.
Bergen Mayors Meeting Report: Mayor Raia informed everyone of Orange and Rockland’s website which enables us to monitor outages as they are happening. He urged everyone to make use of it during emergencies. 
NJ Conference of Mayors:   Mayor Raia attended the 19th Annual NJCM MAYORS’ FALL SUMMIT at the Governor’s residence, Drumthwacket, Princeton, New Jersey on September 17th. It was a wonderful opportunity to maximize the time to discuss with the Governor and his staff, key issues facing many municipalities.
ADMINISTRATOR CUCCIA

Local 108 Contract   Administrator Cuccia advised the Mayor and Council that the contract is due to expire and he is arranging for the initial meeting to begin negotiations.
Fire Dept. Pilot Program: The program started on September 8th and from all indications, the program is working smoothly and we are already seeing improvements in response time.
Open Space Grant:   Administrator Cuccia stated that this resolution is part of the Consent Agenda; it is for the purchase of property at 159 East Saddle River Road. 
Engineering Update: Borough Engineer Martin Spence, reported on the status for the following projects:   St. Gabriel’s Brook Culvert Improvements and Paving, Exxon Property Curb Improvements, Grant application to execute a grant contract with the NJDOT for Twin Brooks Road and Drainage Reconstruction Phase Two Project. 
Mr. Spence discussed the Saddle River Museum, and stated that repairs on the windows and the replacement of a cedar roof and siding are estimated to be cost approximately $108,000 with the landscaping expenses to be about $16,500.  
Valley Hospital BLS: This started on September 8th and is working well.
Sustainable Energy Signs: The new sustainable energy signs are in place and are attached to the “Welcome to Saddle River” signs. 
Local Government Best Practices Checklist: Administrator Cuccia completed the Checklist which determines how much aide the Borough will receive.  We are in the highest category for meeting our requirements.

COUNCIL REPORTS:  Council Member Toomey discussed the Zoning Ordinance amendment we have on the agenda for introduction.  He added that the Zoning Board was in favor of this change.

Council Member Mastriano stated that the football season has begun and there were some complaints regarding the grass.  She further stated that The Green Committee is scheduled to meet tomorrow, September 21, 2010.

Mayor Raia suggested that Council Member Mastriano along with Council Members  Murray, and  Walenczyk  appeal to the Board of Education that they should be diligent in keeping their budget in control.
MUNICIPAL CLERK: 
 The last day to register to vote is October 12th and absentee ballots are due in Hackensack by October 26th. 
BOROUGH ATTORNEY:  

INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES:  
ORD. NO. 10-843–C





AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE ZONING CODE OF





THE BOROUGH OF SADDLE RIVER
Resolution # 103-10 Offered by Council Member Toomey

Seconded by Council Member Mastriano
Roll Call Vote:  AYES, Unanimous







ORD. NO. 10-844-C





AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND AND SUPPLEMENT CHAPTER 199, 





ENTITLED “TRAILERS, CAMP CARS AND BOATS”, IN THE





CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF SADDLE RIVER, NEW JERSEY
Resolution# 104-10 Offered by Council President Burke

Seconded by Council Member Toomey
Roll Call Vote:  AYES, Unanimous
ADOPTION OF ORDINANCE(S):  There were none
APPROVAL OF BILLS    

Resolution # 105-10 Offered by Council Member Murray
Seconded by Council Member Walenczyk
Roll Call Vote: AYES, Unanimous
RESOLUTIONS 

All matters listed hereunder are considered routine in nature and will be enacted in one motion. Any Council Member may request that an item be removed for separate consideration. Considering approval of minutes, a yes vote will indicate a vote in favor of approval of the minutes of each meeting at which the Council Member was present and abstention with respect to the minutes of meetings at which such Council Member was not present.

Resolution by Council President Burke
Seconded by Council Member Mastriano
Roll Call Vote: AYES, Unanimous 

Explanation of Consent Agenda Items
At this time, Administrator Cuccia briefly explained the resolutions on the Consent Agenda.
A. Approval of Minutes: Regular Meeting:  7/19/10
      Special Meeting:  8/16/10
B. Resolution(s)  
R# 106-10

Authorization to receive proposals for Snow Removal 




    Services

R# 107-10

Authorization to receive proposals for Construction 




    Services

R# 108-10

Appointment of Patricia Nazzaro Alt#2 on the ZBA

R# 109-10
Authorization to sign Developer’s Agreement between Saddle River Day School and the Borough of Saddle River
R# 110-10
Authorization to sign NJDOT Grant Application for Twin Brooks Road Drainage & Road Reconstruction Phase 2

R# 111-10

Refund for overpayment of taxes Blk 1202 Lot 12

R# 112-10
Cancellation of property taxes Blk 1607/8/9 L 7 & Blk 1402   Lot 26.14 

R# 113-10
Authorizing submission of an application for a Municipal Alliance Grant

               R# 114-10

Open Space Trust Fund
purchase of Marker property 


and improvements to Rindlaub Park
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC FOR CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS ONLY:
Ron Yates, 6 Tanbark Trail, Saddle River stated that he is speaking as a resident and not as a member of the Environmental Commission.  He further stated that he has serious concerns about the Fire Department pilot program which is going to initiate paid services.  

At this time, Mayor Raia asked Mr. Yates to hold his comments until the general “Open to the Public” session at the conclusion of the meeting as this was for Consent Agenda items only.
COMMITTEE REPORTS
Finance Report: 
Council Member Murray gave the report for August 2010.     

Fire Report:      
There was no report at this time.  
Police Report: 
Council President Burke gave the report for August 2010. 
Public Works: 
Council Member Walenczyk gave the report for July and August 2010. 
Parks and Recreation:  There was no report at this time.    
Board of Health:  He reported the Flu Clinic will be held on October 27th and read the criteria for obtaining the shot.  

Const. & Zoning Enforcement:   Council President Burke gave the report for August 2010.                           
Zoning Board:  Council Member Toomey gave the report for July and August 2010.
Landmarks Committee:  Council Member Toomey gave the report for July and August 2010.
Planning Board:  Council President Burke gave the report for August 2010.
Mayor Raia stated that the Planning Board is doing an outstanding job with the development of the new Master Plan.  

Environmental Committee: Council President Burke gave the report for August 2010.

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC:   
Ron Yates, 6 Tanbark Trail, Saddle River stated that he is speaking as a resident and not as a member of the Environmental Commission.  He further stated that he has serious concerns about the Fire Department pilot program which has established payment to some members of a volunteer department.   He asked about the incentive and the morale of those firefighters who are not getting paid and cautioned the Mayor and Council that others will want to join as paid fire fighters, which could become a union issue.
Gail Yates, 6 Tanbark Trail, Saddle River stated that she was under the impression that this program has already been initiated.  Mayor Raia stated that some of the members are being paid a stipend.  Mrs. Yates stated that until 2009, there was an average of 12 firefighters responding to each call.  She further stated that this will hurt morale and the volunteers that are not getting paid may re-consider which could have a large tax implication for Saddle River.

Council Member Mutter stated that this program is not an official program; it is simply a pilot program.  The Mayor and Council have no intention of going to a fully paid fire department.  There are some concerns as it is difficult to get residents to volunteer for this fire department and it is in everyone’s best interest to get response times as low as possible and this pilot program is intended to do that.  

Mr. Yates reiterated that up to 2009, the Saddle River Fire Department had a very high morale, with good training programs and good response times.  

Mrs. Yates asked if all of the fire fighters were consulted on this and she also asked if the paid fire fighters are going to respond when they are not being paid.  She reiterated that morale is extremely important and she does not think this program is helpful and that the current department is not viable.  

Mayor Raia stated that the objective is to have quicker response times and he feels that the morale is very good and our current chief is moving the department in a positive direction.   
Marilyn Goldfisher, 124 West Saddle River Road, Saddle River, NJ asked if the residents would be able to vote on the pilot program and Mayor Raia stated they would not.

Patty Nazzaro, 3 Westwind Court, Saddle River stated that she feels that the Fire Department does not appear to have the same camaraderie it had in the past and stressed the importance of this.  
She thanked the Mayor and Council for her appointment to the Zoning Board.  In addition, she stated that she was in favor of the amendment to the Zoning Code.  

She informed the Mayor and Council that she is conducting a PG Teens Program at Wandell School on September 28, 2010 at 7:00pm and encouraged all to attend.  

Mayor Raia thanked Ms. Nazzaro for all her work with the Municipal Alliance.

Edith Hopp, 21 Oak Road, Saddle River stated that she received a flyer in the mail asking for a donation for the Fire Department and she asked the Mayor and Council if there are any plans to have a paid Fire Department.  Mayor Raia stated that the town has no plans to ever have a paid Fire Department.  Remember that most of the members of the department are not residents, which could negatively impact response times to fires.  A referendum is required by Statue for a full time fire department to be instituted in a municipality.  Again, he reiterated the Borough has no plans for a career fire department.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
NEW BUSINESS:  Council Member Mutter asked that the following resolution be adopted as follows:

RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE THE BOROUGH ATTORNEY AND THE BOROUGH ADMINISTRATOR TO PREPARE A CONTRACT WITH WINNING STRATEGIES AND WASHINGTON STRATEGIC CONSULTING FOR THE PURPOSE OF CONSULTING WITH THE BOROUGH OF SADDLE RIVER
Resolution # 114A-10 Offered by Council Member Mutter

Seconded by Council Member Mastriano

Roll Call Vote:  AYES, Unanimous  
RESOLUTION FOR CLOSED SESSION

At this time, a resolution was read to go into Closed Session.

Resolution # 115-10 Offered by Council Member Mastriano
Seconded by Council Member Walenczyk
Roll Call Vote: AYES: Unanimous

A motion to adjourn the Closed Session and return to the Regular meeting of the Mayor and Council was made and seconded.
ADJOURNMENT:
A motion was made and seconded to adjourn the regular meeting of the Mayor and Council.
Respectfully submitted,

Marie Elena Macari







Borough Clerk
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