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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING






OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE





BOROUGH OF SADDLE RIVER
                                                                 

HELD MARCH 15, 2010
PRESENT:

Mayor Raia,  Council President Burke,  Members, Mastriano,  Mutter,  Toomey, Walenczyk, Borough Clerk Macari, Administrator Cuccia, & Borough Attorney Russell Huntington
ABSENT:

Council Member Murray
PRESIDING:
Mayor Raia called the meeting to order at 7:15 p.m.; Borough Clerk Macari read the following statement:  
"Notice of this meeting in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act Chapter 231 of the laws of 1975, has been given by posting a notice of the scheduled dates of all regular meetings of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Saddle River on the bulletin board in the Municipal Building and in the office of the Borough Clerk and by mailing a notice thereof to the Ridgewood Newspapers and The Record on December 26, 2009.

NOTIFICATION OF FIRE EXITS

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  
AWARDS AND CEREMONIES:    
WORK SESSION: 
MAYOR RAIA:
Master Plan Status:  Mayor Raia stated that the Master Plan was presented on March 8, 2010 and the response was very positive.  It needs to be reviewed further and the Mayor and Council will approve the final draft shortly.

Mayor’s Visit to Boards - Mayor Raia stated that he is trying to attend a meeting of each of the Boards in the Borough of Saddle River.  He made some suggestions to the Zoning Board of Adjustment in order to formalize the meetings and suggested to the Board that they finish one application before starting the next one.  In addition, he stressed the importance of adhering to the 25 foot non disturb zone regulation.  He also attended the Environmental Commission and stated that he would like them to focus on issues related more to the environment, particularly the cleaning up of the Saddle River.  

Mayor’s Meeting – Mayor Raia stated that he attended the Mayor’s Meeting of Northwest Bergen on Saturday March 13, 2010.   The municipal budgets were discussed in addition to shared services.  The utilization of the sweeper, owned by the County as well as taxes were addressed.  
Governor’s Address:  Mayor Raia stated that he was invited to attend Governor Christie’s address to the State on March 16, 2010, in addition to participate in a conference call with the Governor and several other heads of State to discuss this address.  The budget is expected to be cut substantially in order to make up for the ever-growing deficit in New Jersey. 

Waterford Gardens-   Mayor Raia stated that he visited Waterford Gardens in order to discuss     

issues, including repairs and cleaning up the property in general.  He further stated that he informed the owner that the Borough is very interested in keeping the property as open space and, should they wish to sell off their development rights, he asked that they contact the Borough.    
ADMINISTRATOR CUCCIA
STORM OF 3/12-3/14:  Administrator Cuccia gave the Mayor and Council an update on the current status of the Borough after the violent rain and wind storm over the weekend.  There are widespread power outages as well as trees down all over the Borough.  Council Member Mastriano stated that she feels that the Borough may want to consider putting together a plan in the event of future storms of this magnitude in order to aid residents without power, water, etc. for extended periods of time.   Mayor Raia suggested that a form be included in the next newsletter so that residents that may be in need of assistance during severe weather emergencies, are able to be identified by the Borough and checked up on if need be.  
 2010 Budget Hearing:  Administrator Cuccia stated that the Mayor and Council are in receipt of a resolution to adopt the budget later in the meeting.  He further stated that the only State revenue in the budget is energy receipts tax and the process can move forward.    
Janitorial Services:   The Board of Education has requested sharing the cost of a janitor

which Administrator Cuccia is pursuing.  Mayor Raia stated that the Borough should hire the individual and they should report to Bruce Mautz, Director of Operations. Additionally, Council Member Mastriano stated that if the individual was also a fire fighter, it would be advantageous. 

Damage Replacement Policy:  Administrator Cuccia stated that the Mayor and Council are in receipt of the Damage Replacement Policy and this was discussed in detail.  Mayor Raia stated that much of the damage is done with snow plows pushing snow onto adjacent properties and it is important to determine if it is a Borough contractor or a private contractor.  He further stated that he would like to address this in the next newsletter.   

Award of Bid for Band Shell:  Borough Engineer Spence stated that there were 10 bidders for the construction of the band shell in Rindlaub Park and the bid was awarded to Zenith Construction Services in the amount of $105,200.00.  A resolution to authorize the preparation of this contract is part of the Consent Agenda.
Water Main- Chalden Drive:  Borough Engineer Spence stated that several residents would like to connect to municipal water and budgets are prepared to present to interested parties.  The Mayor and Council are in receipt of these budgets for their review.  Borough Engineer Spence outlined the specific residents that would be included in this project.
Engineering Update:  Borough Engineer Spence stated that a request has been sent to the County for the repaving of East Saddle River Road.  He also discussed the St. Gabriel’s culvert as well as the Old Woods Road construction.   
COUNCIL REPORTS:
Mayor Raia asked Council President Burke to get started with the refurbishing of the outside of the Museum.

Council Member Mastriano stated that the school does not have a date for their budget presentation.   She further stated that the Green Committee will be included in the Master Plan.  

Mayor Raia asked Council Member Toomey to spear head implementing code changes within the Planning and Zoning Boards as soon as possible.  

Council Member Mutter stated that he is speaking with Washington Strategic Consulting, a grant consulting firm,  in order to address the possibility of securing grant monies.  At this time, grant monies can only be done on a federal level.  He discussed grant opportunities for projects such as fire and safety, historical projects, which could be used for the Museum, potential improvements and security measures for Borough buildings, streetscape, etc.  He further stated that he and Council Member Mastriano would like to propose that this firm do a Borough inventory to assess needs, do a presentation and then match our needs with potential grants available.  Mayor Raia stated that he feels that it could be a good investment to have the initial evaluation completed by this company, at a cost of $2500.00.      
BOROUGH ATTORNEY:  Attorney Huntington addressed specific language in the Zoning Code, which have caused discrepancies with applicants in the past.   He sought clarification from the Mayor and Council regarding overhangs, lot coverage calculations, etc.

MUNICIPAL CLERK:  Municipal Clerk Macari reminded everyone to be diligent in responding to the 2010 Census.       
ADOPTION OF ORDINANCE(S):   


                      ORDINANCE NO.  10-838-M CAP INDEX RATE ORDINANCE 

AN ORDINANCE TO EXCEED INDEX RATE FOR

 THE YEAR 2010           (N.J.S.A.40A:4-45.14)

Resolution #42-10 Offered by Council President Burke
Seconded by Council Member Toomey

Roll Call Vote:  AYES, Unanimous 

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC:

INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES:  
ORDINANCE NO. 10-839-M

BOND ORDINANCE TO AMEND SECTIONS 4, 9, 10 11, 13 AND 14 OF THE BOND ORDINANCE (ORD. NO. 09-826-M) ENTITLED:   BOND ORDINANCE TO AUTHORIZE THE MAKING OF VARIOUS IMPROVEMENTS TO RINDLAUB PARK IN, BY AND FOR THE BOROUGH OF SADDLE RIVER, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, TO APPROPRIATE THE SUM OF $345,000 TO PAY THE COST THEREOF, TO APPROPRIATE COUNTY GRANTS, TO MAKE A DOWN AYMENT, TO AUTHORIZE THE ISSUANCE OF BONDS TO FINANCE SUCH APPROPRIATION AND TO PROVIDE FOR THE 
ISSUANCE OF BOND ANTICIPATION NOTES IN ANTICIPATION OF THE ISSUANCE OF SUCH BONDS,( ADOPTED APRIL 
20, 2009.

Resolution # 43-10 Offered by Council Member Mastriano
Seconded by Council Member Mutter

Roll Call Vote: AYES, Unanimous 

SELF EXAMINATION OF THE BUDGET RESOLUTION

Resolution # 44-10 Offered by Council President Burke

Seconded by Council Member Mastriano

Roll Call Vote: AYES, Unanimous

PUBLIC HEARING ON THE 2010 MUNICIPAL BUDGET  

Resolution #45-10 Offered by Council President Burke

Seconded by Council Member Mutter

Roll Call Vote: AYES, Unanimous

APPROVAL OF BILLS    

Resolution # 46-10 Offered by Council Member Mastriano

Seconded by Council Member Walenczyk
Roll Call Vote: AYES, Unanimous


RESOLUTIONS 

All matters listed hereunder are considered routine in nature and will be enacted in one motion. Any Council Member may request that an item be removed for separate consideration. Considering approval of minutes, a yes vote will indicate a vote in favor of approval of the minutes of each meeting at which the Council Member was present and abstention with respect to the minutes of meetings at which such Council Member was not present.

Resolution by Council President Burke
Seconded by Council Member Walenczyk
Roll Call Vote: AYES, Unanimous 

Explanation of Consent Agenda Items
At this time, Administrator Cuccia briefly explained the resolutions on the Consent Agenda.
A. Approval of Minutes: 2/8/10
B. Resolution(s)  
R#  47-10
Authorization to sign agreement for 2010 Valley Hospital 
R#  48-10
Authorization to sign agreement for Interlocal Health Officer Services with the City of Hackensack
R#  49-10
Urging the State Legislature to reform interest arbitration
R#  50-10
Opposing S-458
R#  51-10
Award of bid for the band shell – Zenith Construction 
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC FOR CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS ONLY:
COMMITTEE REPORTS
Finance Report: 
Council President Burke gave the report for February 2010.     

Fire Report:      
Council Member Mutter stated that he does not have a report at this time.

 
He further stated that all emergency services in the Borough did a fine job in keeping residents safe during the recent storm.     
Police Report: 
Council President Burke gave the report for February 2010. 
Public Works: 
Council Member Walenczyk gave the report for February 2010. 
Parks and Recreation:  There was no report at this time.  
Board of Health:  Council Member Mutter gave the report for February 2010.  

Construction & Zoning Enforcement:  Council President Burke gave the report for February 2010.

Zoning Board:  Council Member Toomey gave the report for February 2010.  
Landmarks Committee:  Council Member Toomey gave the report for February 2010.
Planning Board:  Council President Burke gave the report for February 2010.
Environmental Committee:  Council President Burke gave the report for February 2010.

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC:   
Patty Nazzaro, 3 Westwind Court stated that the East Rutherford Fire Department received a FEMA Grant and encouraged Council Member Toomey to continue pursuing grants for Saddle River.  In addition, she stated she is in favor of implementing an emergency form for residents to complete so that in the event of an emergency such as the recent storm, the Borough could be of assistance if need be.  In addition, she discussed the DARE program and the upcoming DARE graduations and encouraged the Mayor and Council to attend.

Marilyn Goldfisher, 124 West Saddle River Road stated that she wanted to know when the survey of Waterford Gardens would be completed so that actions can be taken to clean up the Saddle River.   In addition, she stated that the compost piles on this property are not being turned effectively and needs to be addressed as well.     
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

NEW BUSINESS:  
RESOLUTION FOR CLOSED SESSION

At this time, a resolution was read to go into Closed Session.

Resolution # 52-10 was offered by Council Member Mastriano
Seconded by Council Member Walenczyk
Roll Call Vote: AYES: Unanimous

A motion to adjourn the Closed Session and return to the Regular meeting of the Mayor and Council was made and seconded.

ADJOURNMENT:
A motion was made and seconded to adjourn the regular meeting of the Mayor and Council.
Respectfully submitted,

Marie Elena Macari







Borough Clerk
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