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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING






OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE





BOROUGH OF SADDLE RIVER
                                                                 

HELD JANUARY 18, 2010
PRESENT:

Mayor Raia, Council President Burke, Council Members, Mastriano, Murray,  Mutter, Re, Toomey, Borough Clerk Macari, Administrator Cuccia, & Borough Attorney Russell Huntington
ABSENT:


PRESIDING:
Mayor Raia called the meeting to order at 7:15 p.m.; Borough Clerk Macari read the following statement:  
"Notice of this meeting in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act Chapter 231 of the laws of 1975, has been given by posting a notice of the scheduled dates of all regular meetings of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Saddle River on the bulletin board in the Municipal Building and in the office of the Borough Clerk and by mailing a notice thereof to the Ridgewood Newspapers and The Record on December 26, 2009.

NOTIFICATION OF FIRE EXITS

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  
AWARDS AND CEREMONIES
WORK SESSION: 
MAYOR RAIA:
Reorganization Meeting – January 1, 2010:  Mayor Raia thanked the Council for attending the Reorganization on January 1, 2010 and stated that he is optimistic about all of the new appointments.

Master Plan Status:  Mayor Raia stated that work on the Master Plan is currently in progress and this was discussed in detail.   A draft, excluding the Green element, should be available in either February or March for the Planning Board to review.     

Grant Committee:  Mayor Raia stated that this committee is new and it will include Council Members Mastriano, Mutter and Administrator Cuccia.  The committee will be determining what projects should be embarked upon in the Borough and monies available to utilize for these projects. 

ADMINISTRATOR CUCCIA
2010 Budget:    Administrator Cuccia stated that the 2010 Budget is currently being worked on with a 5% reduction in operating expenses being implemented for all departments.  He further stated that he is hopeful that the budget will be introduced at the February 8, 2010 meeting of the Mayor and Council. 
Paving East Allendale Road:  Administrator Cuccia stated that the roadway is in need of repair after the water main break and asked Borough Engineer Spence to explain this.  Mr. Spence stated that it is currently patched and will be milled and re-paved once the weather gets  warmer.
Oak Road Paving:  Mr. Spence stated that the paving on Oak Road from 2002 is deteriorating  
and the contractor was contacted in order to have them return and re-mill and re-pave it.  
Marker Property:  Administrator Cuccia stated that he spoke with Mrs. Marker, owner of the property next door to the Municipal Building, and she is interested in selling her property.

Mayor Raia stated that he would like to have the Grant Committee look into this and see what monies may be available for Open Space funding.  

2010 Road Resurfacing Program:  Administrator Cuccia stated that this ordinance, in the amount of $100,00,  is going to be introduced and Mr. Spence will be providing a list of roadways that will be resurfaced.

Ordinance for funding of 66 East Allendale Road:  Administrator Cuccia stated that this ordinance, in the amount of $650,000, is going to be introduced and he further stated that he would like to continue this discussion in Executive Session.
COUNCIL REPORTS:
Council Member Mastriano stated that the Green Committee met and reviewed the requirements for Sustainable Jersey for 2010 and she discussed this in detail.   In addition, she stated that we are still in the process of our energy audit and she discussed the green initiatives that Wandell School students will be implementing.  She discussed wind turbines in detail and suggested that the Planning Board address this.  Wandell School is planning on conducting an Earth Day and she stated that it is important to get as much resident participation as possible.  

Council Member Mastriano asked Mr. Spence to discuss the work currently being done on the fields and boardwalk in Rindlaub Park, and he did so in detail.  The band shell project should go out to bid in the next several weeks as well as improvements to the snack stand.

Council President Burke stated that the Saddle River Museum is looking for volunteers to do research on items received as well as ideas on how to display them.  In addition, some of the siding is in disrepair as well as electrical service and an alarm which need to be addressed.
Mayor Raia stated that he would like to see the improvements to the exterior of the building dealt with first.  

Council President Burke discussed topics addressed at the recent Environmental Commission’s meeting to include dumpsters and compost piles that are too close to the Saddle River.  There is an excess of debris in the river, which in turn has an effect on the ponds that are fed by the river, jeopardizing some of the wildlife in the process.  Mr. Spence stated that this issue is currently being addressed.  Mayor Raia stated that perhaps those properties adjacent to the river should be required to have enclosures for dumpsters to prevent any debris from falling into the river.
Council Member Mutter stated that the transition of new officers in the Fire Department is going well.  
Council Member Murray complimented Administrator Cuccia and Assistant CFO Maria Reda for their hard work in 2009 in keeping within the parameters of the budget.   He further stated that each Board should focus on coming in with a zero based increase for 2010 in order to reduce the 2010 budget by 5%.  
Council Member Walenczyk discussed the DPW report for the month of December.
Municipal Clerk Marie Macari stated that the Mayor and Council Meeting for the month of February has been moved to February 8, 2010 and the Planning Board meeting has been moved to February 1, 2010.
ADOPTION OF ORDINANCE(S):   There were none.
INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES:   
ORDINANCE NO. 10-836-M
BOND ORDINANCE TO APPROPRIATE AN ADDITIONAL SUM OF $650,000 Pursuant To The Order Dated december 18, 2009 By The Honorable Peter Doyne, AJSC FOR THE ACQUISITION OF REAL PROPERTY IN, BY AND FOR THE BOROUGH OF SADDLE RIVER, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW JERSEY, TO MAKE A DOWN PAYMENT, TO AUTHORIZE THE ISSUANCE OF BONDS TO FINANCE SUCH ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATION AND TO PROVIDE FOR THE ISSUANCE OF BOND ANTICIPATION NOTES IN ANTICIPATION OF THE ISSUANCE OF SUCH BONDS.




Resolution # 24-10 Offered by Council Member Murray




Seconded by Council President Burke



Roll Call Vote:  AYES, Unanimous
ORDINANCE NO. 10-837-M
AN ORDINANCE TO AUTHORIZE $100,000 FOR ROAD IMPROVEMENTS IN THE BOROUGH OF SADDLE RIVER FOR 2010 IN, BY AND FOR THE BOROUGH OF SADDLE RIVER, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, TO APPROPRIATE THE SUM OF $100,000 TO PAY THE COST THEREOF, TO MAKE A DOWN PAYMENT, TO AUTHORIZE THE ISSUANCE OF BONDS TO FINANCE SUCH APPROPRIATION AND TO PROVIDE FOR THE ISSUANCE OF BOND ANTICIPATION NOTES IN ANTICIPATION OF THE ISSUANCE OF SUCH BONDS

Resolution #25-10 Offered by Council Member Walenczyk

Seconded by Council Member Mutter
Roll Call Vote:  AYES, Unanimous  

APPROVAL OF BILLS    
Resolution # 26-10 Offered by Council Member Murray

Seconded by Council President Burke
Roll Call Vote: AYES, Unanimous
RESOLUTIONS 
All matters listed hereunder are considered routine in nature and will be enacted in one motion. Any Council Member may request that an item be removed for separate consideration. Considering approval of minutes, a yes vote will indicate a vote in favor of approval of the minutes of each meeting at which the Council Member was present and abstention with respect to the minutes of meetings at which such Council Member was not present.
Resolution by Council President Burke
Seconded by Council Member Murray
Roll Call Vote: AYES, Unanimous 
Explanation of Consent Agenda Items
At this time, Administrator Cuccia briefly explained the resolutions on the Consent Agenda.
A. Approval of Minutes: 12/21/09 & 1/1/10
B. Resolution(s)  
R# 27-10   
Authorization to enter into an Agreement with the Village of Ridgewood for an Interlocal Services Agreement

R# 28-10

Supporting Mayor’s Wellness Campaign
R# 29-10

Paris Grant

R# 30-10

Shared Services Agreement between County of Bergen that they 




shall provide $110,000 in funding for a portion of WSRR
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC FOR CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS ONLY:
COMMITTEE REPORTS

Finance Report: 
Council Member Murray gave the report for December 2009.     

Fire Report:      
Council Member Mutter gave the report for December 2009 as well as outlining the annual report..
Police Report: 
Council President Burke gave the report for December 2009. 
Public Works: 
Council Member Walenczyk gave the report for December 2009. 
Parks and Recreation:  There was no report at this time, but Council member Mastraino encouraged everyone to attend the Jump for Heart program to be held at Wandell School .  
Board of Health:  Council Member Mutter gave the report for December 2009.  
Construction & Zoning Enforcement:  Council President Burke gave the report for December                                           2009.

Zoning Board:  There was no report at this time.
Landmarks Committee:  There was no report at this time.
Planning Board:  Council President Burke gave the report for January 2010.
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC:  
Patti Nazzaro, 3 West Wind Court stated that she is very encouraged that computers have been installed in Borough fire vehicles.  She further suggested that a form be sent to all residents to obtain information which could be entered into these computers that would be helpful during a fire emergency.   She submitted a form with some suggestions. 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

NEW BUSINESS:  Council Member Mastriano stated that she is going to meet with Frank Cavalier, the person in charge of website maintenance,  in an effort to make changes to the Borough website and make it more user friendly. 
RESOLUTION FOR CLOSED SESSION

At this time, a resolution was read to go into Closed Session.

Resolution # 31-10 was offered by Council Member Mastriano
Seconded by Council Member Murray
Roll Call Vote: AYES: Unanimous

A motion to adjourn the Closed Session and return to the Regular meeting of the Mayor and Council was made and seconded.
ADJOURNMENT:
A motion was made and seconded to adjourn the regular meeting of the Mayor and Council.
Respectfully submitted,
Marie Elena Macari







Borough Clerk
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