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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING       
OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE     
BOROUGH OF SADDLE RIVER                                                                   
HELD JULY 15, 2013 
 
PRESENT:  Mayor Raia, Council President Mastriano, Council Members: Boardman, 
  Kurpis, Mutter, Toomey, Walenczyk, Borough Clerk Macari, Administrator Cuccia,  
  Attorney Russell Huntington    
ABSENT:   
 
PRESIDING:   Mayor Raia called the meeting to order at 7:15 p.m.; Borough Clerk Macari read 
                         the following statement:   
 
PUBLIC NOTICE: "Notice of this meeting in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act Chapter 
231 of the laws of 1975, has been given by posting a notice of the scheduled dates of all regular 
meetings of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Saddle River on the bulletin board in the Municipal 
Building and in the office of the Borough Clerk and by emailing a notice thereof to the Ridgewood 
Newspapers and The Record on December 20, 2012, the Borough website and also via E-Notify. 
 
NOTIFICATION OF FIRE EXITS 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE   
 
AWARDS AND CEREMONIES:   Friends of Susan Zabransky Hughes Memorial Run 
Mrs. Zabransky stated that this run, in memory of her daughter Susan, will be held on Saturday 
April 26, 2014.  She thanked both the Mayor and Council as well as the Police and Fire Department 
for their assistance with past events and encouraged everyone to participate in 2014.   
 
WORK SESSION: 
 
MAYOR RAIA 
 
League of Municipalities Legislative Meeting:    Mayor Raia stated that he attended this meeting in 
Princeton and worked to review all of the bills that are going before the Legislature and accessing the 
League’s position regarding these bills.   
 
Northwest Bergen Mayor’s Meeting:   Mayor Raia stated that he attended this meeting, which was 
held in Oakland, and the topic of shared services was addressed in detail.  He explained that these 
agreements are made between towns and are effective in saving money.  The court systems are actively 
being shared by several towns in North West Bergen County.  Tax Collectors as well as dispatch services 
are also commonly shared amongst neighboring municipalities.  Additionally, the Board of Education and 
the Police Departments in neighboring municipalities are being encouraged to share services where 
possible.   
 
ADMINISTRATOR CUCCIA:    
 
ADA Study – RFQ:  Administrator Cuccia stated that two requests for qualifications were received  
for the ADA Study for the Municipal Building  He further stated that he would like to re-run the ad in 
order to obtain additional qualifications from potential architects.   
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48 & 56 Fox Hedge Road:  Administrator Cuccia asked Borough Engineer Martin Spence to explain 
this at this time.   Mr. Spence explained that there is an easement along the common property line of 
these two properties that was placed there during the vacation of a portion of Saw Mill Road.  This 
easement was left in place and now needs to be removed, per the property owner’s request.    
 
OSHA Compliance Acceptance:  Administrator Cuccia stated that, upon their return, OSHA found that 
all discrepancies previously reported have been rectified. 
 
Improvements to Rindlaub Park: The concept drawing of the entrance to Rindlaub Park has been 
distributed to the Mayor and Council for their review.   Mr. Spence reviewed this in detail at this time, 
outlining the ingress and egress to the Rindlaub Park as well as providing additional parking spaces.  
Council President Mastriano suggested a different traffic flow and design and this was discussed as well.  
Additionally, the Marker property was addressed, reviewing the removal of the pool and the use of the 
barn for field equipment.  There are Open Space grants available that the Borough can apply for to 
supplement the cost of this project.  Mayor Raia suggested that the Parks and Recreation Commission 
give their input regarding the ingress/egress and parking lot design.   Council President Mastriano stated 
that the pool on the property is unsafe and should be removed as soon as possible as it poses a health 
and safety risk.    The home on the property was addressed and Attorney Huntington stated that there 
are Open Space restrictions limiting what can be done with the structure.   Council Boardman stated that 
Parks and Recreation intends to meet on July 23, 2013 at 6:15 and will address this property.  He further 
stated that he would like to wait to get an idea of comments and opinions from the Commission.  Mr. 
Spence was asked to revise his plan, incorporating alternative ingress/egress/parking lot designs that 
were suggested.    The Borough intends to apply for additional grant monies for the completion of this 
project.    At this time, the Mayor informally polled the Council Members regarding moving this 
discussion to the Parks and Recreation Commission on July 23, 2013; all were in favor.  
 
Engineering Update:   At this time Mr. Spence gave the engineering update as follows: 
 

 The Ackerman Road improvements are continuing with the drainage, water lines and curbing 
completely installed.  The road will be back filled shortly, with the resurfacing date to be 
determined. 

 The Lower Cross Road Bridge repair, a County project, is continuing with the paving now 
complete.  The guard rails are to be installed shortly; upon completion, the bridge will be re-
opened.    

 The Saddle River Grand town home development will be ongoing through May of 2014; CO’s 
have started to be issued. 

 The Saddle River Museum stabilization project is nearing completion, with final painting set for 
this week. 

 The annual road paving project has been completed. 
 East Allendale Road drainage is being addressed; a utility pole was installed through a storm 

drain, causing overflow during heavy storms.  Mr. Spence stated that Orange & Rockland will be 
addressing this issue.   

 
Council Member Kurpis asked if there are additional funds available upon completion of the Saddle River 
Museum.  Mr. Spence stated that extra lights and a timer were added, leaving very little money left for 
additional improvements.  Signage and the rear patio still need to be completed and Council Member 
Kurpis asked about security and a fire suppression system.  There is an alarm system in the building and 
Mayor Raia suggested that additional grant monies be applied for in order to complete the necessary 
improvements to the Museum. 
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Annual Audit for 2012:  Administrator Cuccia stated that the Mayor and Council are in receipt of the 
Audit Report; there were no recommendations from the auditor.  By State law, the budget is a cash 
basis budget.  
 
Per the budget document, prepared by T.M. Vrabel & Associates, LLC, the following should be noted: 
  
These financial statements are the responsibility of the management of the Borough of Saddle River.  
Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these financial statements based on our audit.  The audit is 
conducted in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the USA; the standards 
applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller 
General of the United States.  Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain 
reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements are free of material misstatement.  An 
audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the 
financial statements.  An audit also includes accessing the accounting principles used and significant 
estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the overall financial statement presentation.  We 
believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion.   
 
The Borough of Saddle River prepares its financial statements in conformity with the accounting 
practices prescribed by the Division of Local Government Services, Department of Community Affairs, 
State of New Jersey, that demonstrates compliance with the modified accrual basis, with certain 
exceptions, and the budget laws of New Jersey, which is a comprehensive basis of accounting other than 
accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America  
 
In our opinion, because of the Borough policy to prepare its financial statements on the basis of 
accounting discussed in the preceding paragraph, the financial statements referred to above do not 
present fairly, in conformity with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of 
America, the financial position of the Borough of Saddle River as of December 31, 2012 and December 
31, 2011, or the results of its operations for the years then ended.   However, in our opinion, the 
financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all material respects, the financial position – 
regulatory basis of the various funds and account groups of the Borough of Saddle River as of December 
31, 2012 and December 31, 2011, and the results of operations and changes in fund balance- regulatory 
basis of such funds for the years then ended and the statements of revenues – regulatory basis and 
statements of expenditures – regulatory basis of the various funds for the year ended December 31, 
2012, on the basis of accounting described in Note 1.   
 
In our opinion, the information is fairly stated in all material respects in relation to the financial 
statements taken as a whole.   
 
Administrator Cuccia also referenced the Audit report as it relates to debt.  In 2010, net bonds and notes 
issued and authorized but not issued totaled $15,170,123.39 as opposed to 2012 which was 
$14,254,690.94.  Additionally, he addressed Saddle River’s borrowing power based on audit calculations.  
 
Mayor Raia stated that there is extremely strict protocol in place when municipalities file annual audits 
and read the following from the audit report:  As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether 
the Borough of Saddle River’s financial statements are free of material misstatement, we performed tests 
on its compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts, and grant agreements, non 
compliance with which could have a direct and material effect on the determination of financial 
statement amounts. However, providing an opinion on compliance with those provisions was not an 
objective of our audit, and accordingly, we do not express such an opinion.  The results of our tests 
disclosed no instances on noncompliance or other matters that are required to be reported under 
Government Auditing Standards.   
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COUNCIL REPORTS:    
 
Council Member Toomey reported that the Ordinance Review Committee met in June and will meet 
again on July 18, 2013.  An additional meeting took place in order to address the amended Tree 
Ordinance and he discussed this in detail.  The ordinance needs to be revised slightly in order to avoid 
confusion and make it more user friendly, particularly on undersized lots.  
 
Council President Mastriano stated that she attended the Wandell School Board of Education meeting on 
June 25, 2013.  The Board discussed an opportunity to procure grants for debt service to be used for 
special projects.  The HVAC system is being evaluated for replacement at Wandell School and 
preliminary estimates are approximately $2,700,000.  In order for the school to obtain funding through 
bonds, it would have to go to a referendum.  She further stated that all of the options would have to be 
evaluated, as this is a large amount of money.  An energy study was conducted on Wandell School in 
2010 and Mayor Raia suggested that Wandell School refers to this at it relates to the HVAC system and 
cautioned that this be evaluated very carefully as it would translate to an increase in property taxes. 
 
Council President Mastriano stated that she has spoken with Bruce Mautz, Director of Operations who is 
requesting additional space in his facility.  He would like to add a larger lunch room and locker room.  
Additionally, Mr. Mautz is requesting that the salt shed be replaced as it is in disrepair.   Mayor Raia 
asked the Council to visit both the DPW facility as well as the salt shed in order to gain an understanding 
of these projects for further discussion and consideration. 
 
Council President Mastriano stated that the Summer Concert Series has been successful and is looking 
forward to the three remaining shows.   
 
Council Member Kurpis stated that the Environmental Commission wanted clarification on interns that 
were working on the Hazardous Tree program and Administrator Cuccia stated that the Borough did not 
employ any summer interns.    Litter control signs were also addressed by the Environmental 
Commission and Council Member Kurpis asked about the status of this project.   
 
Council Member Kurpis stated that the Landmarks Commission addressed the bank signage being 
proposed at 71 East Allendale Rd as well as the status of the Bishop House Foundation.  The Foundation 
members would like to meet with Administrator Cuccia to address the year to year lease.    Council 
Member Walenczyk stated that the Bishop House lost their tax exempt status, due to a lapse in 
paperwork, making their lease null and void.   He further stated that he feels it would be prudent for the 
Foundation members to meet with Borough officials in order to better understand how to proceed. 
 
Council Member Kurpis stated that there is a vacancy on the Landmarks Commission which needs to be 
filled and asked the Mayor and Council for suggestions.            
 
MUNICIPAL CLERK:  Municipal Clerk Macari reminded that a Special Primary will be held on August 
13, 2013 and voter registration deadline is July 23, 2013. 
 
BOROUGH ATTORNEY:    
 
ADOPTION OF ORDINANCE(S):    
        ORD. NO: 13-878-C   
 

AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING CHAPTER 215-30 ENTITLED: AN 
ORDINANCE PERTAINING TO PERSONAL GROOMING 
ESTABLISHMENTS IN THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF SADDLE 
RIVER, COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW JERSEY 
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Resolution # 75-13 Offered by Council Member Mutter 
Seconded by Council Member Walenczyk  
 
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC:  No one wished to be heard. 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE:   AYES, Unanimous  
 
INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES – There were none.   
 
APPROVAL OF BILLS     
 
Resolution # 76-13 Offered Council Member Walenczyk 
Seconded by Council Member Mutter 
 
Roll Call Vote: AYES, Unanimous 
 
RESOLUTIONS  
 
All matters listed hereunder are considered routine in nature and will be enacted in one motion. Any 
Council Member may request that an item be removed for separate consideration. Considering approval 
of minutes, a yes vote will indicate a vote in favor of approval of the minutes of each meeting at which 
the Council Member was present and abstention with respect to the minutes of meetings at which such 
Council Member was not present. 
 
Resolution Offered by Council President Mastriano 
Seconded by Council Member Kurpis 
 
Explanation of Consent Agenda Items 
 
At this time, Administrator Cuccia briefly explained the resolutions on the Consent Agenda.   

 
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC FOR CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS ONLY:  
 
Roll Call Vote: AYES, Unanimous 

 
A.   Approval of Minutes: Regular Meeting of June 17, 2013 
B.   Resolutions:  

 
R# 77-13 Annual Audit 

           R#78-13 Soil movement Range at Saddle River, LLC, 11 and 15 No 
              Church Road 

R# 79-13 Refund of taxes 1606/22 James Lee due to Civil Action Judgment  
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Board of Health:   There was no report at this time. 
 
Const. & Zoning Enforcemt.  Council Member Boardman gave the report for June 2013. 
 
Environmental Committee:  There was no report at this time.  
 
Fire Report:     Council Member Walenczyk gave the report for June 2013. 
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Police Report:  Council Member Mutter gave the report for May & June 2013. 
 
Finance Report:   Council Member Walenczyk gave the report for June 2013.  
 
Landmarks Committee:  There was no report at this time. 

 
Public Works:   Council President Mastriano gave the report for June 2013. 
  
Parks and Recreation:  There was no report at this time. 
 
Planning Board:    Council Member Walenczyk gave the report for July 2013. 
       
Zoning Board:  Council Member Toomey gave the report for May, 2013.   
 
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC: 
 
Mayor Raia asked the public to keep their comments and questions to a maximum time of three minutes. 
 
Paul Schulstad, 20 Eckert Farm Road asked Mayor Raia what services, over the next five years, should 
Saddle River look to be sharing with other towns that we are not currently sharing today.  Mayor Raia 
stated that Saddle River already takes part in shared services with neighboring municipalities and the 
process is ongoing with the Northwest Bergen mayors meeting monthly to address this.  Additionally, 
Saddle River contracts out many services, which keeps the town financially efficient. He reminded the 
public that there are bills currently before the legislature mandating shared services moving forward and 
does not feel municipalities should be penalized for not participating.   
 
Marilyn Goldfisher, 124 West Saddle River Road asked about the boom in the Saddle River and how the 
debris issue under the East Allendale Road bridge will be rectified.  Mr. Spence addressed this question 
and stated that the review is pending on the boom and information should be available in the next 
several weeks.    Mrs. Goldfisher stated that property owners living along the Saddle River that are 
storing landscape debris near the river and, it is often falling in and causing large clogs and flooding 
issues.  She further stated that she has brought this issue up to the Borough Administration and she is 
aware that letters have been written to these residents but to no avail.    
 
Council Member Kurpis suggested contacting Upper Saddle River Mayor Minichetti in order to coordinate 
the cleanup effort and reduce the possibility of debris flowing south into Saddle River.   
 
Corinne Kerner, 229 West Saddle River Road asked about the possibility of putting the Marker 
property/new Rindlaub Park entrance to a ballot question; Attorney Huntington stated that a non-binding 
referendum is a legal option, assuming that the Borough is ready by the date of the election. 
Mayor Raia asked for clarification as to the proposed language of the question.  Mrs. Kerner stated… 
“that the question is do the people of the town think it is a good use of approximately $1,000,000 of our 
money to build a new park entrance and additional parking.  Or, is there a procedure by which you can 
give the money back and sell the property”.    Attorney Huntington stated that the Borough currently 
owns the property and it is subject to certain restrictions, making it prohibitive to lift those restrictions. 
He further stated that he did not believe that the money could be returned to the Open Space Grant 
Funding program.  He further stated that the only path now is to proceed under Title 13, which aids in 
lifting Open Space restrictions.  Mrs. Kerner cautioned the Mayor and Council about making any further 
decisions on the Marker property in the summer as many residents are away and cannot render their 
input.   
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Council President Mastriano stated that this concept has been reviewed prior to the current 
administration and it was deemed a sound and fiscally responsible decision.  Mrs. Kerner reiterated that 
the Mayor and Council are continuing to move forward without the benefit of public comment.  Mayor 
Raia stated that the town continues to operate through the summer, despite the fact that many 
residents may be traveling, and this project should be undertaken in a timely fashion for the long range 
good of the community, with the safety factor being paramount, per the Master Plan recommendation.   
 
Council Member Mutter stated that the meeting to review the concept plan for the Rindlaub Park 
entrance, scheduled for July 23, 2013 at 6:15pm will not be the only meeting to address this issue. 
 
Council Member Toomey stated that, if this issue was to go to a referendum, it would be very difficult to 
arrive at the correct language.  He further stated that he feels a public meeting is more effective.   
 
Marilyn Goldfisher 124 West Saddle River Road asked about the re-dredging of portions of the Saddle 
River under the East Allendale Bridge and Mr. Spence addressed this issue at this time.   
  
Patty Nazzaro, 3 West Wind Court asked for clarification about the special Parks and Recreation meeting 
scheduled for July 23, 2013 and Mayor Raia stated that this meeting is to review the concept plan for 
further review at the regularly scheduled Parks and Recreation meeting on September 11, 2013. 
 
Mayor Raia asked Planning Board Attorney Tom DiBiasi, who was in attendance, to address the Master 
Plan comments on the Marker property and he did so in detail at this time.  He stated that Borough 
Planner Richard Preiss made the recommendation to obtain the Marker property as it is adjacent to 
Municipal Building and should be considered for future development.   Additionally, Saddle River was 
under their Open Space allotment and by procuring this property, the Borough would come closer to 
their target number.  He further stated that this portion of the Master Plan was not contested at that 
time and the Planning Board members unanimously accepted this.   
 
Council Member Kurpis stated that government can’t be run by referendum and utilizing the Marker 
property to change the ingress and egress to Rindlaub Park for the safety of the Borough’s children 
should be the priority.  
 
RESOLUTION FOR CLOSED SESSION 
 
At this time, a resolution was read to go into Closed Session. 
 
Resolution # 80-13 Offered by Council President Mastriano 
Second by Council Member Kurpis 
Roll Call Vote: AYES: Unanimous 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  A motion to adjourn the Closed Session was made and seconded. 
  

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Marie Elena Macari 

       Borough Clerk  
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