BOROUGH OF SADDLE RIVER
MINUTES OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION
HELD: MONDAY, May 23, 2011

PRESENT: Jerry DeCrosta, Chairman, Marilyn Goldfisher, Don Kretz, Al Kurpis, Henry
Senger, Ron Yates, Warren Boardman, Council Representative

ABSENT:

Chairman DeCrosta called the meeting to order at 6:05pm. Seven people were
present; there was a quorum.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: A motion was made to approve the April 11, 2011 minutes
by Henry Senger. Seconded by Ron Yates.
Roll Call Vote: AYES: Unanimous

GUEST SPEAKER:

Mr. Bill Sheehan, the Hackensack River Keeper spoke to the Environmental Commission
about his experience over the years with the Hackensack River watershed and gave the
commission suggestions and ideas that could be implemented for the cleanup of the
Saddle River. He began by explaining his credentials which include serving as
Executive Director of Hackensack Riverkeeper, Inc.. In addition, Mr. Sheehan sits on
several Boards and agencies holding and managing conservation properties in the New
Jersey Meadowlands and the Hackensack River watershed.

He walked along several areas of the Saddle River with Environmental Commission
member Don Kretz and viewed river erosion, pollution, and flow issues. He discussed
several different areas specifically, including the wall on the Waterford Garden property
and Chairman DeCrosta stated that this was installed without permits and the DEP is
now fining the property owner. Mr. Sheehan discussed the DEP and stated that dealing
with this agency administratively can be time consuming, often delaying immediate
need for their jurisdiction. He further stated that the flow of Saddle River is impeded
by many tree branches that should be removed immediately and Marilyn Goldfisher
added that she is aware of many residents living on the river that dump branches,
leaves and other debris into the river. Pollution traveling down the river from the north
was also addressed and increased development to the north would only exacerbate this
problem. Policing this problem was discussed and the Commission was in agreement
that it is difficult to do. They were also in agreement that increasing awareness of the
importance of proper maintenance of the Saddle River was imperative and discussed
alternative measures. All were in agreement that the Saddle River, the focal point of
the Borough, is in great need of maintenance as well as educating the public of its
importance moving forward.

WORK SESSION:
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Review of Dead Tree Ordinance: Chairman DeCrosta stated that Warren Boardman
has forwarded this draft to Borough Attorney Russ Huntington for his review.
Additionally, Council Member Toomey will be reviewing it with the Zoning Sub-
Committee formed to address several zoning issues.

Update on Septic Ordinance Draft: Ron Yates stated that he feels that the septic
ordinance from West Milford has many applicable sections to Saddle River and these
sections should be added to the Borough’s existing ordinance in order to insure that the
proper restrictions are in place. Septic contractor’s qualifications and certifications are
of concern and will be more thoroughly addressed in the revised ordinance.

Update on Waterford Gardens: Chairman DeCrosta stated that the DEP has issued
the property owner a violation notice for their construction of a wall without a permit
along the Saddle River. If they do not comply within a specified time, they will be
fined. Borough Engineer Spence is involved in this issue and to date is waiting for an
update from the DEP.

DEP Report on Saddle River Dredging Project: Chairman DeCrosta stated that
Borough Engineer Spence is working on this with the DEP and at this time, awaiting for
additional permits. Home owners at the sites where dredging will be conducted have
been noticed by the Borough.

NEW BUSINESS:

OLD BUSINESS:

ADJOURNMENT: A motion was made and seconded to adjourn the regular meeting
of the Environmental Commission.

Respectfully submitted,

Joy C. Convertini
Secretary
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